First discussion
The Great Depression

In this week's discussion, you must time-travel back to the period of the Great Depression in order to consider how people lived, how their economies and governments interacted, and how you feel you would have managed if you had to live through it with your ancestors. After you return and get your notes in order, you report your finding here in an original post. Finally, after your fellow travelers return and report, you must respond to at least two of their posts.

Objectives:

•Identify the major characteristics and describe the outcomes of World War I. 
•Identify the major intellectual, socio-cultural, economic and political movements surrounding World War I. 
•Understand the differences and historical applications of authoritarian, totalitarian, dictator, and democratic leadership.
•Understand the causes and social, cultural, and political results of the Great Depression. 
•Identify the major characteristics and discuss the social and economic impact of mass markets, and mass social organization, and mass culture.
•Identify and evaluate the successes and failures of the major personalities of the first half of the 20th century. 
•Analyze the relationship between the major intellectual, socio-cultural, economic, and political movements of the first half of the 20th century.

Instructions

Time travel back to the Great Depression using the linked portals in the module Exploration and Lecture on the Interwar period. You will land in Europe and upon arrival should look around and note the hardships that people suffered and the response of people in government and industry to the crisis. Would you be able to survive or thrive there? After you've got a clear sense of what's going on, return to your home time and write a 150-200 word report to your peers that describes where you went and answers these questions:
1.How did hyperinflation of the Great Depression negatively impact democracies in Europe?
2.How did the Great Depression affect national and international relationships?
3.What was everyday life like for (most) people during the Great Depression? 
4.How would you have survived if you lived in this period?
Second discussion:
The WOW discussion is an opportunity to share with the class something that surprised you in your reading, research, or study of the topics we cover in this module. As you read and watch the stories that make up our history, look for things that make you say to yourself “I didn’t know that” or “WOW! That’s cool!”. You will convert this fun fact or pertinent point into a mini-lesson on the topic and share it with your peers in this discussion.

This assignment is designed to help you develop an internal dialogue while reading and studying history. An internal dialogue while reading makes us more effective readers and efficient learners as it improves understanding and memory of story told in the text.

Objectives:

•Identify the major characteristics and describe the outcomes of World War I. 
•Identify the major intellectual, socio-cultural, economic and political movements surrounding World War I. 
•Understand the differences and historical applications of authoritarian, totalitarian, dictator, and democratic leadership.
•Understand the causes and social, cultural, and political results of the Great Depression. 
•Identify the major characteristics and discuss the social and economic impact of mass markets, and mass social organization, and mass culture.
•Identify and evaluate the successes and failures of the major personalities of the first half of the 20th century. 
•Analyze the relationship between the major intellectual, socio-cultural, economic, and political movements of the first half of the 20th century.
An assignment
History Detective Rough Draft

[Objective 4]

Overview

In this assignment, you investigate a controversial event in history a write a 3-5 page essay that describes your research and findings. A sequence to lay out our your paper is provided in the Instructions below. By following that sequence, you compose what is known as a closed-argumentative thesis. This type of argument includes the reasoning for your choice and why it is justified based on the evidence you collected. To be successful with you assignment, you must (1) research the facts (2) review theories about what happened and why, and (3) determine which theory is most plausible and why.

This assignment addresses the course competencies of communicating in writing, selecting and applying contemporary forms of technology to solve problems and compile information, and synthesizing knowledge in the discipline through interpretation and evaluation of different points of view to construct historical arguments. As part of this process, you create a draft version of your report and share it in a peer review discussion; this provides valuable feedback that you should incorporate into your final draft.

Instructions
1.Select one of the topics below to research or send me an email with a proposed topic for approval. (You DO NOT need to tell me your topic in advance unless you would like research one not listed here.) 
◦What happened to Flight 103 in 1988 in Locherbie, Scotland?
◦Why did the ocean liner Lusitania sink?
◦Who assassinated of the Russian Tsar Nicholas II and his family? Why? Were they all killed, and was Rasputin involved?
◦Galileo was put on trial for controversial ideas that were unacceptable to the Catholic Church. Was Galileo guilty of the charges?
◦Was Napoleon murdered and why would someone want to do so?
◦Did Hitler commit suicide?
◦Were the Nuremberg Trials appropriate and fair to the defendants?
◦What were workplace conditions in the factories like during the Industrial Revolution? Was this a deliberate plot to keep the majority of the population impoverished or was there some other motive?
◦What happened on board the Kursk, a Soviet Submarine, that sank in 2000?

2.Write a 3 - 5 page double-spaced paper. Follow this sequence in your paper:
◦Describe the event with the facts of what we know happened. (Who, what, where, when).
◦Describe two or more theories of what may have happened (or why it may have happened).
◦Select which theory you think is most likely and explain why based on your research.
◦Include a bibliography based on your research. You must have a minimum of three "best" sources and these must be formatted in one of the approved styles. Submit Your completed Rough Draft to the assignment dropbox by the scheduled due date.
3.Submit your completed Rough Draft to the assignment dropbox by the scheduled due date.
4.Post your Rough Draft to the Peer Review discussion by the scheduled due date.
5.Provide thoughtful feedback to at least two peers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]6.Submit your polished final draft assignment to the assignment drobox by the scheduled due date.
